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level. Again, a large brief presents to the 
neighbourhood as a slightly more modest 
house than it is. The palette of materials 
used is very restrained, and the articulation 
of the house “boxes” shows a firm hand. It 
is a truly lovely building, an exercise in both 
generosity and neighbourly modesty.

So while each of these four “jewels” 
is a large-budget project, on a great site, 
generally with spectacular views, and they 
are all designed by the same practice, they 
each display a slightly different hand. Nick 
attributes this to the preoccupations of the 
architect in charge of each project and the 
team working on it. Each neighbourhood is 
different, each client is different, but one 
senses there is an internal rigour in the 

office wherein each project must explore  
a particular preoccupation.

This is an interesting development 
for a firm steered to date by one very 
clear principle. The idea that the work 
might be increasingly varied explorations 
of a consistent philosophy by a range of 
(nearly) equal collaborators makes it a very 
interesting office to watch. 

Three of the team leaders on these four 
projects are now principals of the firm 
(John Richards, Richard Peters and Matthew 
Krusin) and Nick has just returned from 
several months’ holiday abroad with his 
young family – Tobias Partners is now truly 
greater than the sum of its parts. 
tobiaspartners.com
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Cooper Park
RESIDENCE
•  S Y D N E Y ,  N S W  •

11 The Cooper Park 
Residence presents to  
the street as a two-storey 
dwelling, but living 
spaces are dug below 
into the garden level. 

12 The lower-level living 
spaces open out onto  
a paved terrace. 

13 The Cooper Park 
Residence looks into  
a leafy northern aspect 
with dense parkland  
and trees. 

Cooper Park Residence
project team
Nick Tobias, Matthew 
Krusin, Leonardo Calica, 
Edmund Spencer, 
Martine Merrylees
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Cooper Park Residence 
upper ground floor  1:500

Cooper Park Residence 
lower ground floor  1:500

Cooper Park Residence 
first floor  1:500

1 Garage
2 Entry
3 Sitting
4 Guest room
5 Study
6 Void
7 Courtyard
8 Kitchen
9 Pantry
10 Laundry
11 Dining
12 Living
13 Terrace
14 Main 

bedroom
15 Walk-in robe
16 Bedroom
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